
PROGRESSION IN VOCABULARY:       YEARS 1 – 6:               HISTORY          
 

 Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Non-Topic Specific Vocabulary: 

 

YEAR 1 Changes within living memory 
Toy, parent, grandparent, old, new, 
past, present 

 

Changes within living memory/Local 
History 
School, teacher,  desk, slate, chalk, 
blackboard,  abacus, interactive 
whiteboard,  ink bottle, dip, pen, 
pencil, tablet 

Significant People 
Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole ,  
Florence, Italy, Kingston, Jamaica, 
hygiene, insanitary, soldier, Crimea, 
Turkey 

 

year, decade, significant, museum, 
difference,  inventions, opinion, 
artefact, century, modern, timeline, 
similar 

YEAR 2 Local History 

Suffragette, Suffragist, Militant, 
Protest, Nottinghamshire, Helen 
Watts, Vote, Democracy, 
Propaganda, Peaceful, Flyer, 
Consequence, Chant, Opposition, 
Support, Society, Imprisoned, 
Determined 

Events beyond living memory 
London, fire, firefighter, baker, 
Thomas Farriner, Samuel Pepys,     diary 

Local History: Significant Figures 
Monarch, monarchy, coronation, 
heir, accession, coronation, 
commonwealth, flags, reign, 
leadership, influence, legacy, 
succession 

chronology, chronological order, era, 
explorers, significant, figure, research, 
biography, historian, expert, evidence, 
sources 

YEAR 3 British History pre 1066: Stone Age to 
Iron Age 
Prehistory, hunter- gatherer, nomad, 
Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, 
tribe, neanderthal, homo sapiens, 
beaker, Celt, bronze , ,    hill, fort,  druid 

Local History: A Key Place/Event post 
1066 
Nottingham,  Norman, Motte and 
Bailey, King William, King John, 
Richard the Lionheart, Fortress, 
Medieval, Folklore, Siege, Civil war 

 

World History: The First Civilisations 
Pharaoh, papyrus, scribe, 
sarcophagus, tomb, pyramid, 
hieroglyphics, Tutankhamun, 
Howard Carter,  Egyptologist 

period, era, BC/BCE, CE/AD, millennium, 
age, religion, nomad, prehistoric, 
ancient, archaeology, archaeologist, 
gods/goddesses, priests/priestesses, 
change, continuity, primary 
source, secondary source, myth, legend, 
settlement, agriculture. 

YEAR 4 World History: Ancient Greece 
democracy ,,   city, state, Parthenon, 
Olympics, Athens, Sparta, citizen, 
theatre, comedy, tragedy, mythology 
,god, goddess 

British History pre-1066: Roman 
Britain 
Empire, Julius Caesar,  Claudius, 
emperor, centurion, tribe, Celt, 
aqueduct, Latin, amphitheatre, 
mosaic 

Local History: History of local mining 
Mineshaft, Coal seam, Miner, Mining, 
Pit village, Protests, Mineral, Industrial 
revolution, Communities, Strikes, 
Mining industry, Pit closures, Heritage, 
Regeneration, Decline 

empire, civilisation, settlers, migration, 
tribe, kingdom, conversion, raid, 
culture, democracy, impact, 
achievement, effect, legacy, 
consequence, continuity. 

YEAR 5 World History: Non-European 
Society  
Dynasty, maize,  cacao,  scribe,  
sacrifice,  pyramid,  city-state,  calendar 

British History pre-1066: The 
Anglo-Saxons and  Scots 
Angles, Saxons, Jutes, farmer, warrior, 
wattle-and- daub, Sutton Hoo, 
Lindisfarne, Christianity,  monk, 
Augustine,  Alfred the Great 

Local History: World War 2 – 
Nottingham’s role 
Allies, axis, powers, Treaty of Versailles, 
Alliances, battles, impact, rationing, 
evacuation, air raid, blitz, bomb shelter 
local figures, make do and mend 
propaganda, morale, economic impact 

nation, monarchy, extent of change, 
extent of continuity, turning point, 
conversion, missionary, monk, invader, 
reliable, bias, excavate, astrology, 
astronomy, codex 
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YEAR 6 British History pre-1066: The Vikings  

Longhouse,  chieftan, beserker, feast, raid, trade, 
runes, pagan, Danelaw,     Asgard Valhalla 

Theme study beyond 1066: Victorian Britain 
(industrial revolution & mining) 
Timeline, Era,Inventions, Industrial 
Revolution, Urbanization, Industrialisation, 
social classes, social hierarchy, innovations, 
public health, sanitation, epidemic, reform, 
imperialism, colonization, decolonization, 
reform acts, chartism, monarchy, legacy, coal 
mining, mines, working conditions, social impact 
Community, steam engine, davy lamp, labour 
movement, strikes, protest, workers’ rights, 
industrial action, coal seam, shaft, pit closure 

represent, alliance, stereotype, traditional view, 
attitudes, variety of sources, different experiences, 
impression, propaganda, one sided, motive, 
eyewitness, oral history. 

 


